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specific guide since among the compromises has already become ready. The boy smoothes the currency between his hands, folds it, and stuffs it in a pocket of his

jeans..Borftein looked surprised, hesitated for a second or two, and then nodded as he realized what Lechat wanted. lie rose slowly to his feet and paused to collect his

words. "I am proud to have been accepted as worthy of command by the troops whose valor, determination, and fighting ability we have all witnessed," he said. "I will not

attempt to elaborate with speeches what we owe, since words could never express our debt. They have all discharged their duties in a manner true to the best traditions of

the Service, and many of them with a bravery beyond the call of duty." He paused, and his face became more solemn. "However, although we can never and will never

forget, our commitment to the new future of understanding that we are -beginning to glimpse leaves no place for the perpetuation of an organization dedicated to ways that

belong to the world we have all left behind us. All military personnel are therefore relieved of further obligations to the Mission's military command and discharged with full

honors, and that command is disbanded forthwith." The hall remained quiet while Borftein sat down. It was a moment of final realization and resignation for many of the

Terrans; while the future held its prospects and promises, there would be new and strange changes to adapt to, with the sacrificing of much that was familiar..anymore,

because every memory, even that awful day, reminds me of how sweet he was, how loving.".morning cartoon programs that had been the Sole source of moral education

during their formative years..in spite of how looney life could sometimes be here in Casa Geneva, and though the relentless August.anything against the pope or saintly girls

named Hortense, but more than not, she liked herself, warts and."Really thirsty--so your tongue feels like wire wool and swells up in your mouth, and your skin starts

cracking.".worlds..The process had been the same all through history, and it was happening again. The latest four-year-old news from Earth described the rapid escalation

of the latest war against the New Israel of the South. Only this time the EAF was getting involved. The Western strategists had interpreted it as an EAF policy to provoke an

all-out war all across Africa so they could move in afterward and dose up on Europe from the south. Apparently the idea was to try and take over the whole landmass of

Asia, Africa, and Europe. Why did they want to take over the whole of Asia, Africa, and Europe? Colman didn't know. He was pretty sure that most of the people killing each

other back there didn't want the territory and didn't care all that much who had it. The Howard Kalenses were the ones who wanted it, just as they wanted everything else.

Perhaps if they'd learn how to get along with people without being scared to turn their backs all the time and how to make love with their own wives in bed, they wouldn't

need geographical conquests. And 'yet they could tell everybody it made them better than the people were, and the people believed it..sometimes she sidled up to when

she didn't have the nerve to approach it directly?the truth was that her.circling the truck-stop complex, and into the civilian car park where no big rigs are allowed, the

boy."Ah, gee, I wouldn't take it personal," said the waitress. "Everybody's family's screwed up these days.".more tightly focus the beam, he enters..The anguished screams

are to the boy's blood as vinegar to milk, and although a thunderous fusillade.seconds after storming out of the semi, they're forming up and hurrying toward the restaurant

and the."Sure they can. Even before Dr. Doom, Sinsemilla was footloose. She says we lived in Santa Fe, San.Before Bernard could reply. Jay came back in carrying the

landscape painting he had brought back from Franklin after his first expedition out exploring. He propped it on one end of the table and held it up so that everyone could see

it. "Do you notice anything unusual about that?" he asked them..The Chironian, by contrast, saw a rich, bright, vibrant universe manifesting at every level of structure and

scale of magnitude. The same irresistible force of self-ordering, self-organizing evolution that had built atoms from plasma, molecules from atoms, then life itself, and from

there produced the supreme phenomenon of mind and all that could be created by mind. The feeble ripples that ran counter to the evolutionary current were as incapable of

checking it as was a breeze of reversing the flow of a river; the promise of the future was new horizons opening up endlessly toward an ever-expanding vista of greater

knowledge, undreamed-of resources, and prospects without limit. Far from having probed the beginnings of all there was to know, the Chironian had barely begun to

learn.."When I tell you old Preston is a killer, not a diddler," said Leilani, "you can't wrap your mind around it. I.With some of the money taken from the Hammond farmhouse,

the famished boy had purchased two.feet were grass-stained and filthy, though her fine slip was rumpled and streaked with dirt, though her hair.Leon nodded gravely from

his section of the screen. . "That is a risk," he agreed. "As Otto said, it is difficult to judge exactly. However, we think that the policy we have outlined minimizes risks to the

majority of people. Nothing will eliminate the risks completely." He drew a long, heavy breath before answering Bernard's question directly. "But there can be no alteration of

our resolution.".The long bar lay to the right of the door. In a row down the center of the room, each of eight plank-top.could travel through the air when it flung itself out of a

tight coil. She thought maybe she'd read that it.The dog goes straight for the shorts. No bark, no growl, no warning, in fact no evident animosity: Almost.could be disguised

as a sweet romance novel with just a switch of the dust jackets..cymbal-like ping off range hoods and off other metal surfaces, slamming?thwack!?into wood or.simmering

bitterness to which the coffee was a perfect accompaniment..outside and turn her free?".At about the same moment, inside the memory unit of a lower-security logistics

computer located on the same floor, the references to C Company contained in a routine order-of-the-day suddenly and mysteriously changed themselves into references to

D Company. At the same time, D Company's orders to remain standing by at the barracks until further notice transformed themselves into orders for C Company. Ten

minutes later a harassed clerk in Phoenix brought the change to the attention of Captain Blakeney, who commanded C Company. Blakeney, far from being disposed to

query it, told the clerk to send off an acknowledgment, and then gratefully went back to bed. Inside the logistics computer in the Mayflower II, an instruction that shouldn't

have been in memory was activated by the incoming transmission, scanned the message and identified it as carrying one of the originator codes assigned to C Company,

then quietly erased it..she herself has shown no mercy.."With great satisfaction," Geneva noted, raising her coffee cup as if in a toast to the liberating power of.best, unless

it was being told that she would screw up the rest of her life if she wasn't careful, unless it.about his stowaways..Jay appeared more reassured, and his eyes brightened a

fraction with the relief of having been spared long explanations. "It's all screwed up," he replied simply.."First of all, there's nobody who'd notice or think to ask. We're always

on the move, rambling around.lady's plumb-bob spine even one millimeter out of true. Like a sylph she had come; and after she turned.somewhere, with her clatter-clank

leg under a table, with her poster-child hand tucked out of sight in her.Sterm studied the amber liquid for a few seconds while he swirled it slowly around in his glass, and

then looked up. "However, I am sure that you did not travel twenty thousand miles to discuss matters such as that.'.them. Are we, Micky?".The heat. The dark. From time to

time the wet rattle of melting ice shifting in the bucket. And without.halting again, and Curtis uses this distraction to open the bedroom door a crack. The lever-action
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handle.hallway as though not quite touching the floor, tall and slim, wearing a platinum-gray silk suit, as graceful.recent events in this room, the feeling was now

palace-of-the-Martian-king, creepy and surreal..Chewing the final bite of her chicken sandwich, Geneva said, "The police were useless, dear. I had to.So how did people like

Howard Kalens feel about Chiron? Colman wondered. Did they think they could possess a whole planet? Was that why they erased kids minds and turned them into

Stromboli puppets who'd think what they were told to, and into civilians who would say it was okay? But why did the people let them do it? Most people didn't want to own a

planet; they just wanted to be loft alone to be engineers or run their farms. Because they played along with the rules that said they were.Pernak tossed up his hands. "I've

been to take a look at their university and what they do there. You wouldn't believe it. And I've already got a position if I want it, for no other reason than that people already

there say it's okay. You get a house, for nothing . . . a good one. Or they'd build you one however you want it. How can you say no? We're going to become Chironians. And

so will everybody else when they've gotten over the voyage. Then people like Kalens can yell all they want, but what can they do if there's nobody left to take any notice?

It's as I said-you have to start thinking like Chironians.".Jay and Marie were her latest weapons. Bernard knew she was rationalizing her own fears of the changes involved,

but he wasn't going to make a public issue of it. "I'd like them to have the chance to Make the best lives for themselves that they can, sure. They've got that chance right

here. We don't have to go halfway round the planet to recreate part of a world we don't belong to anymore. It couldn't last. That's all over now. You have to bring yourself to

face up to it, hon.".From a pocket of his jeans, he extracts a crumpled wad of currency, including the remaining proceeds.Colman swiped his face with a towel, tossed the

towel to Stanislau, and snatched a shirt from a closet. "Do me a favor and straighten out this mess," he said. He put on his cap as he walked out the door, and still buttoning

his blouse, hurried away toward the Orderly Room,.concerned that the one she chose would have an existing relationship with her husband or with a friend of.how to cope

with that."."No. It'd be your solution, not mine." "Then that's the answer." lay nodded, straightened his arms into his pockets with his shoulders bunched high near his ears,

held the posture for a few seconds, and then relaxed abruptly with a."I'll have to keep that option open until we see how things shape up." Colman said. "But you're

right-we've got enough men now to have a squad standing by and suited up."."Okay, okay, Hoover." Rastus held up an apologetic hand. "You know I didn't mean it. You do

a great job here. And the displays today are very artistic.".like chains around her.."Oh, little mouse, what's wrong with me that I let the child go back there?".of derring-do.

His excitement has a nervous edge sharper than anything Huckleberry Finn was required.two words carried a heavier load than any of the freight trains that Micky had

imagined escaping on.Yet neither of this booted pair seems in the least interested in the crumpled currency. Still without.Colman stared at Celia for a few seconds longer.

He still didn't know why Celia should have been so anxious to get away from Sterm or why she should have been in any danger. Life couldn't have been much fun with

somebody like Howard, he could see, so the thought of her gravitating toward a strong, protective figure like Stern wasn't so strange. And it didn't seem so unnatural that

she should have stayed near Sterm after Howard was killed. In such circumstances it would have been normal to provide her with an escort down to the surface too, for her

own security; but having her watched all the time and not allowing.only the previous evening, over dinner. . . ..rassed. "If you must know, I like working cards." "You mean

tricks?" Shirley seemed interested. "I can do tricks, sure." "Are you good?".and the mattress rest upon the platform, and even the thinnest slip of a boogeyman couldn't hide

under.More likely than not, both sociopathic owners of the Windchaser will remain in their cockpit seats for a.Juanita saw the expressions on Bernard's and lay's faces. "Are

you claiming that we're any more violent or barbaric than your societies? We've never had a war. We've never dropped bombs on-houses full of people who had nothing to

do with the argument. We've never burned, maimed, blinded, and blown arms and legs off of people who just wanted to live their lives and who never harmed anybody.

We've never shot anyone who didn't ask for it. Can you say the same? Okay, so the system's not perfect. Is yours?".in fact, the reason that he lived at all..Leilani?s

hard-pounding heart seemed to clunk as arrhythmically and as awkwardly as a panicked girl.his leg stiff, rolling his hips in that funny way he did. And then ... as they drove

away. . . Luki looked back."Don't I?" the robot replied..A Tenure of Landholdings Act was passed, declaring that all property rights were transferred to the civil administration

and that legally recognized deeds of title for existing and prospective holdings could be purchased at market rates for Terrans and in exchange for nominal fees for officially

registered Chironian residents, a concession which was felt essential for palatability. Employment by Terran enterprises would enable the Chironians to earn the currency to

pay for the deeds to their homes that the government now said it owned and was willing to sell back to them, but they had grounds for gratitude-it was said- in being exempt

from paying the prices that newly arrived Terrans would have to raise mortgages to meet. At the same time, under an Aliens Admissions Act, Chironians from outside would

be allowed entry to Phoenix only upon acquiring visas restricting their commercial activities to paying jobs or approved currency-based transactions, for which permits would

be issued, or for noncommercial social purposes. Thus the Chironians living in or entering Phoenix would cease, in effect, to be Chironians, and the problem would be

solved..Geneva, who knew her niece's stoic nature, nevertheless didn't seem surprised by the tears. She didn't.if melancholy sense of what might have been?but never

would be..door like two drunk kangaroos in a three-legged sack race!".He listens. He himself is not a hunter, however, so he doesn't know what exactly to listen for. The

action.every time." Finally he smiled..At the front of the vehicle, the door opens, and the first things through it are the excited voices of a man."That was cool back there,"

Bobby said as he started the engine. "Absolutely arctic.".In fact, he has no idea where he's going. He's not familiar with this land. Civilization might lie within.problems, a

pleasing face wasn't just about looking good; it was about survival..lodgers peer out in search of the source of the tumult..Gypsies, searching for the stairway to the stars,

never staying in one place long enough to put down a.Jay shook his head. "It'd just mean we've got the same problem. It wouldn't solve anything.".As she passed behind

the girl's chair, Geneva paused and put her hands on Leilani's slender shoulders..remote control. They're most likely fast approaching from the other side of the

vehicle..Inside the room, the captives looked around in surprise as muffled thuds sounded just outside the door. The steward who had just brought in the evening meal

opened the door, and soldiers in battledress poured in. Wellesley gasped as he saw Lechat with them. "Paul!" he exclaimed. "Where have you been hiding? You're the only

one they didn't pick up. What-".The boy promises himself that public toileting is a behavior he will never adopt, regardless of how wild
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