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been ready. Tom was an Oregon State Police detective, as far as Celestina knew, and she didn't understand what he was doing here..If he hadn't been such a rational,
stable, no-nonsense person all of his life, Junior might have thought he was losing his mind..Barty never cried. In the hospital neonatal unit, he'd been a marvel to the
nurses, because when the other newborns were squalling in chorus, Barty had been unfailingly serene..Even as this news pleased Junior, it also saddened him. He was not
merely interring a lovely wife, but also his first child. He was burying his family..use it. The cop was no threat to the English army, as Joan had been, but as far as Junior
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was concerned, the creep most definitely deserved to be burned at the stake..The crazy bitch wielded it with such ferocity that the force of the impact with the floor,
rebounding upon her, must have numbed her arms. She stumbled backward, dragging the chair, temporarily unable to lift it..Yet that evening, when she'd accepted his
proposal and asked if he wasn't frightened, he said, "Not anymore.".Agnes's suspicion that Barty would be a child prodigy had grown from seed to full fruit on the morning of
the boy's first birthday, when he'd sat in his highchair, counting green-grape-and-apple pies. Through the following two years, ample proof of high intelligence and wondrous
talents ripened Agnes's suspicion into conviction..In that instant, she knew the dreadful shape of the future, if not its fine details.."But let's pretend it's me, okay? So here I
am, stepping off the curb without looking both ways-".Angel, on the window seat, wore nothing but white. White sneakers and socks. White pants. White T-shirt. Two white
bows in her hair..Celestina's question had been about Phimie, but they had told her about the baby, and she was alarmed by their evasion.."He's a wonderful boy, so very
bright, so very full of life. Blindness will be hard, but it won't be the end. He'll cope without the light. It'll be so difficult at first, but this boy ... eventually he'll thrive."."Ouch,"
said Edom, and this earned him loving smiles from Maria, Agnes, and Barty..In his car, currently a Mercedes, he made three trips between his apartment and the garage in
which he'd stored the Ford van under the Pinchbeck name. He took precautions against being followed..After the service, among those who came to Agnes at graveside,
trying to express the inexpressible, was Paul Damascus, the owner of Damascus Pharmacy on Ocean Avenue. Of Mideastern extraction, he had dark olive skin and,
incredibly, rust--red hair. With his rust-red eyebrows, lashes, and mustache, his handsome face looked like that of a bronze statue with a curious patina..On New Year's
Day, the town learned that it had lost its first son in Vietnam. Agnes had known the parents all her life, and she despaired that even with her willingness to help, with all her
good intentions, there was nothing she could do to ease their pain. She recalled her anguish as she'd waited to learn if Barty's eye tumors had spread along the optic nerve
to his brain. The thought of her neighbors losing a child to war made her turn to Paul in the night. "Just hold me," she murmured..Academy of Art College and might have
met Celestina White. The critiques of her paintings.On the High Marsh.Every nerve in Junior's body was a tautly strung trigger wire. If something set him off, he might
explode so violently that he'd blow himself into a psychiatric ward..Still pretending sleep, Junior delighted in the realization that the detective himself had dragged a red
herring across the trail and was now busily following this distracting scent..Furious, he squeezed off two shots. Passing the living-room archway, Tom saw Jacob in the
armchair, under the reading lamp, slumped as if asleep over the book. His crimson bib confirmed that he wasn't just sleeping..San Francisco's pre-Christmas cheer had
deserted it. The glow and glitter of the season had given way to a mood as dark and ominous as The Cancer Lurks Unseen, Version 1..He was uncharacteristically restive.
His stoic nature, his long learned Jesuit philosophy regarding the acceptance of events as they unfold, and the acquired patience of a homicide detective were insufficient to
prevent frustration from taking root in him. In the more than two months since Enoch Cain vanished, following the murder of Reverend White, no trace of the killer had been
found. Week by week, the slender sapling of frustration had grown into a tree and then into a forest, until Tom began every morning by looking out through the tightly woven
branches of impatience..Fresh from sedative-assisted sleep, which hadn't ended until they were in the taxi between the hospital and the hotel, Angel had proved as fully
resilient as only children could be when they still retained their innocence. She didn't understand how seriously Wally had been hurt, of course, but if the attack by Cain had
terrorized her while she'd watched it from beneath her mother's bed, she didn't seem in danger of being permanently traumatized..At last: the humiliating backless gown, the
precious drugs, even a pretty nurse who seemed to like him, and then oblivion..In the tree, the girl grinned. "Even if he stays up there until dawn, he'll still be coming down in
the dark, won't he. Oh, we'll be fine, Aunt Aggie..Reflecting upon her son's clever, diligent, and uncomplaining adaptation to darkness, she wished that she had described to
him the dazzling sunset under which they had made their journey home. Although her words might have been inadequate to the spectacle, he would have elaborated on
them to create a picture in his mind; with his creative skills, the world that he'd lost with his sight might be remade in equal splendor in his imagination..Leaving the children
under the tree, Tom returned to the house to phone the police..His profession was cocktail piano, though he didn't have to earn a living at it. He had inherited a fine
four-story house in a good neighborhood of San Francisco and also a sufficient income from a trust fund to meet his needs if he avoided extravagance. Nevertheless, he
worked five evenings a week in an elegant lounge in one of the grand old hotels on Nob Hill, playing highly refined drinking songs for tourists, businessmen from out of
town, affluent gay men who stubbornly continued to believe in romance in an age that valued flash over substance, and unmarried heterosexual couples who were working
up a buzz to ensure that their rigorously planned adulteries would seem glamorous..Having been a volunteer instructor of English to twenty adult students over the years,
having taught Maria Elena Gonzalez to speak impeccable English without a significant accent, Agnes was little needed as a teacher by her son. Even more than other
children, he asked why with numbing regularity, why this and why that, but never the same question twice; and as often as not, he already knew the answer that he sought
from her and was only confirming the accuracy of his deduction. He was such an effective autodidact, he schooled himself better than any college of professors that could
have been assigned to him..Agnes remembered the blood, the awful red flood. Excruciating pain and such fearsome crimson torrents. She'd thought her baby had entered
the world stillborn on a tide of its own blood and hers..After Agnes read the final words on the final page, Barty was drunk on speculation, chattering about
what-might-have-happened-next to these characters that had become his friends. He talked nonstop while changing into his pajamas, while peeing, while brushing his
teeth, and Agnes wondered how she would wind him down to sleep..THIS IS THE FIRST PAGE of the Book of the Dark, written some six hundred years ago in Berila, on
Enlad:.Tom Vanadium rose to his feet and, with one hand on Barty's shoulder, he surveyed the faces of those gathered on the porch. Most of these people were such new
acquaintances that they were all but strangers to him. Nevertheless, for the first time since his early days in St. Anselmo's Orphanage, he'd found a place where he
belonged. This felt like home..THOUGH OTHERS MIGHT see magic in the world, Edom was enthralled only by mechanism: the great destructive machine of nature
grinding everything to dust. Yet wonder suddenly bloomed in him at the sight of the ace bearing his nephew's name..proud," she said, smiling as she quoted one of their
father's most familiar sermons, "nor powerful-".Granted that he was only three going on four, nevertheless Barty had never met anyone with as much cheerful imagination
as Angel. He intended to marry her in, oh, maybe twenty years..Maintaining a brutal strangling pressure, Junior turned his head aside, to protect his eyes. He kneed Neddy
in the crotch, crunching the remaining fight out of him..Friday night, he slept more soundly than he'd slept since coming home from the pharmacy to discover Joshua Nunn
and the paramedic in solemn silence at Perri's bedside. He didn't dream of trekking across a wasteland, neither salt flats nor snow-whipped plains of ice, and when he woke
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in the morning, he felt rested in body, mind, and soul..In the car again, a block from home, Barty said, "Maybe you could just not tell Uncle Edom and Uncle Jacob until
Sunday night. They won't handle it real well. You know?"."Oh, sure, I know," Mary said. "But when it's a bad place, you feel it before you go in. So you just go around to the
next place that isn't bad. No big deal.".On the fourth floor, at Dr. Klerkle's suite, the hall door stood ajar. Past office hours, the small waiting room was deserted..As Nolly
hung his raincoat and his porkpie hat on a rack by the hall door, Kathleen Klerkle appeared in the entrance to the nearest of the two treatment rooms. "Are you ready to
suffer?".Paul said, "I wanted you ... I don't know ... I just wanted you to see her. I wanted to say ... to say. . .".Junior locked the door. He started the engine and drove out of
the cemetery faster than was prudent on the winding service road..No one seemed to realize that predicting the future might not be a suitable entertainment in this house, at
this time, considering that Agnes had so recently and horribly been blindsided by fate..Second-stage labor was supposed to last about fifty minutes in a woman bearing her
first child, as little as twenty if the birth was not the first, but she sensed that Bartholomew was not going to come into the world by the book..As he passed the living-room
archway, he said, "Watch out for tidal waves, Uncle Jacob.".The high point of his day was coming home to Perri. They met when they were thirteen, married at twenty-two.
In May they would celebrate their twenty-third anniversary..He'd wanted to give Celestina more help than she would accept. She continued working nights as a waitress for
two years, while she completed classes at the Academy of Art College, and she quit her job only when she began to sell her paintings for enough to equal her wages and
gratuities.."You're heaven-sent," Grace assured Paul at breakfast Saturday morning. "With all your stories, you lifted our hearts when we most needed to be lifted.".Edom
and Jacob Isaacson were her older brothers, who lived in two small apartments above the four-car garage at the back of the property..Harmless though they were, the sight
of them, swaddled and for the most part concealed, first troubled him and then quickly brought him --inexplicably, irrationally, undeniably--to the trembling edge of outright
fear..The ninth piece was not art, certainly not a work by Griskin, and could disturb no one half as much as it rattled Junior. Upon a black pedestal stood a pewter
candlestick identical to the one that had cracked the skull of Thomas Vanadium and had added dimension to the cop's previously pan-flat face..Oblivious that she and Barty
had become the center of attention, Angel said, "Does he ever get the quarters back?".Up flew his hands, as white as doves, flapping as though trying to escape from the
sleeves of his raincoat, as if he were a magician rather than a musician..In the first drawer, he discovered an address book. Logically, Vanadium would have taken this with
him, even if on the lam from a murder rap, so Junior tucked it in his jacket pocket..Greed. So easy, taking money from the rubes. Soon, instead of peeling off a little from
each game, he sought bigger kills..Maria's hand tamed, the card turned, and another knave of spades revoIved into view, snapped against the table..Tom between curiosity
and emotional exhaustion, Celestina held his gaze, thinking, and finally she said, "Deal.".That saving smile once more returned lost harmony to the scarred and broken
face. "Not me. From my perspective, psychology is just one more of those easy sources of false meaning-like sex, money, and drugs. But I will admit to knowing a thing or
two about evil.".Of the three Bartholomews that he'd turned up recently, he chose Prosser because, burdened by the name Enoch, Junior felt sympathy for any girl whose
parents had cursed her with Zelda.."It's a miracle both of you didn't go through that railing," the attorney agreed..The lunatic lawman was not at any of the tables. Junior was
sure of that, because indulging his appreciation for lovely women, he had roamed the room repeatedly with his gaze..MONDAY EVENING, January 15, Paul Damascus
arrived at the hotel in San Francisco with Grace White. He had kept watch over her in Spruce Hills for more than two days, sleeping on the floor in the hall outside her room
both nights, remaining close by her side when she was in public. They stayed with friends of hers until Harrison's funeral this morning, then flew south for a reunion of
mother and daughter..On Thursday, December 28, employing forged driver's licenses and social-security cards as identification, Junior opened small savings accounts and
also rented safe-deposit boxes for Pinchbeck and Gammoner at different banks with which he'd never previously done business, using the mailing addresses that he'd
established earlier..During the first months, the journeys were eight or ten miles: along the shoreline north and south of Bright Beach, and inland to the desert beyond the
hills. He left home and returned the same day..Otter shrugged..Standing over the body, he squeezed off the last three shots. Finished, he detested guns more than ever..A
dry laugh escaped the detective, but it had none of the warmth of most people's laughter. "You're not bad, Enoch. You're just not as good as you think you are."."She. Was
eating. Dried apricots." Junior spoke almost in a whisper yet the ridge was so quiet that he had no doubt each of these uniformed but unofficial jurors heard him clearly.
"Walking. Around the deck. Paused. The view. She. She. She leaned. Gone.".By air from San Francisco south to Orange County Airport, then farther south along the coast
by rental car, one week in the wake of Paul Damascus and his three charges, following directions provided by Paul, Tom Vanadium brought Wally Lipscomb to the Lampion
house..The baby felt too light to be real. She weighed five pounds fourteen ounces, but she seemed lighter than air, as though she might float up and out of her aunt's
arms..to prayer instead, asking for the wisdom to understand why this was happening to her and for the strength to cope with her pain and with her loss..Neither of them
needed to confirm their mutual attraction with even so much as an additional nod or a smile. Victoria knew, as he did, that their time would come, when all this current
unpleasantness was I behind them, when Vanadium had been thwarted, when all suspicion had been forever laid to rest.."Yes, I was." She didn't tell him that her fear had
not been allayed by his assurances or by his second walk in the rain.."Yes. The dried root of a Brazilian plant, the ipecacuanha. It induces vomiting with great effectiveness.
The active ingredient is a powdered white alkaloid called emetine.".Victoria lay faceup on the floor. The nurse was no longer as lovely as she had been, and perhaps
because of early rigor mortis, her grace, which had initially been evident even in death, had now deserted her..From his motel room, he telephoned Hanna Rey in Bright
Beach. She still looked after his house on a part-time basis, paid the bills from a special account while he traveled, and kept him informed about events in his hometown.
From Hanna, he learned that Barty Lampion's eyes had been lost to cancer..He slept outdoors rarely and otherwise stayed in inexpensive motels, boardinghouses, and
YMCAs.
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