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volunteered to finance. The manufacturing and materials-industry lobbies agreed with the bankers that a monetary system would have to be imposed to check the "reckless
profligacy of inefficiency and waste" and to promote "fair and honest" competition; they disagreed with bankers over the mortgage issue, however, claiming that
development lad on Chiron had already been deemed up for grabs "by virtue of natural precedent"; they disagreed with each other about prices and tariffs, the
manufacturers pushing for deregulation of cheap (i.e., free) Chironian raw materials and for protection on consumer prices, and the commodity suppliers wanting things the
other way around. The educational and medical professions were anxious to discharge their obligations to teach the Chironians when they were well and treat them when
they were not, but were more anxious for a mechanism to raise the taxes for funding them, while the legal profession pressed for a properly constituted judicial system as a
first move, ostensibly to facilitate collecting the tees. The other groups went along with the taxes as long as each secured better breaks than the others, except the religious
leaden, who didn't care since they would be exempt anyway. But they clashed with the teachers over a move to place minister in the schools in order to "strangle at its roots
the evil and decay which is loose upon this planet," with the doctors over whether the causes were cultural or spiritual, with the lawyer over the issue of making the
Chironian practice of serial, and at times parallel, polygamy and polyandry illegal, and with everybody over the question of "emergency" subsidies for erecting churches.
And so it went..- At that moment a local alarm sounded inside the command post. Within seconds the sounds of men running to stations came from the passageways and
stain to the rear. One of the duty crew was already flipping switches to collect report summaries, and Chaurez got up to go to the outer observation room just as the Watch
Officer appeared in the doorway from the other side. "There are troops approaching the lock," the Watch Officer announced. "Regulars-thirty or more of them."." I told you
yesterday. They shot like six hundred thousand volts of electricity through her head?".two-beer check..peers between two towers of dishes, and sees one of his pursuers
about fifteen feet away..Colman looked at his watch. "About half an hour if it's on schedule."."Twenty?".merely a large potato chip, he isn't able to stop screaming. For all he
knows, she eats potato chips with.approaching by a different route.."When I was a little kid, I saw a fantastic performing-dog act. This golden retriever did all these.In the
dark, as the big Windchaser begins to move, Curtis sits on the bed and feels along the base of it.."And Alec Baldwin," Micky assured Leilani, "wasn't the man who held up
Aunt Gen's store.".Tush.".The features behind the other's visor remained unsmiling. "Mister Fallows to you, Sergeant." The voice was icy. "I'm sorry, but I have work to do. I
presume you have as, well. Might I suggest that we both get on with it." With that he clasped the handrails of the 'ladder, stepped backward off the platform .to slide gently
down to the level below, and turned away to rejoin the others.."Someone gave it to Aunt Geneva for nothing."."I'm a painter," the painter said over his shoulder. "I like to see
a paint job properly done. Why else would anyone do it?" He stepped back, surveyed his work with a critical eye, nodded to himself, and dropped the brush into a flap in his
walking workshop, where a claw began spinning it in a solvent. "Anyhow, the people who live here fix plumbing, manage a bar in town, and one of them teaches the tuba.
My plumbing sometimes needs fixing, I like a drink in town once in a while, and one day one of my kids might want to play the tuba. They fix faucets, I paint houses. What's
so strange?".with the reflected glow..A few times, Sinsemilla whimpered or groaned, although she never woke or attempted to pull away from."I'm not sure why, but it's
important. - . from the Chironians.".Even if he could have identified them, they might no longer be innocent horsemen transporting ornate."Her mother's dying too," Jay had
replied dryly. Colman got Adam talking about his work and about the physical and biological environment of the planet generally. Chiron was practically the same age as
Earth, Adam said, having been formed along with its parent star by the same shockwave that had precipitated the condensation from interstellar gas clouds of the Sun and
its neighbors. It.first shots were fired in the kitchen..the woman obscene names, heaped verbal abuse on her, and she seemed to thrill to every vicious and.grassy scent
overlays the more subtle smell of rich, raw soil..seriously his suggestion of dishonesty.."You do?" Driscoll looked surprised.."You want a glass?" she asked. "The bottle's
probably cleaner." "Has to be," she agreed as she headed.vehicles, the trucker says,.circumference of each iris..old Sinsemilla would do in a similar situation. In any
predicament whatsoever, if Leilani wondered which.just the sorry soul he is."."It's not subject to finite arithmetic," Pernak agreed. "But why does it have to be? Our ideas of
currency are based on its being backed by a finite standard because that's all we've ever known. The gold-standard behind the Chironians' currency is the power of their
minds, which they consider to be an infinite resource. Therefore they do their accounting with a calculus of infinities. You take something from infinity, and you've still got
infinity left." He shrugged. "It's consistent. I know it sounds crazy to us, but it fits with the way they think".was us."

-.Caring was

dangerous. Caring made you vulnerable. Stay up on the high ramparts, safe behind the.dinner sometimes she likes to talk about what she saw squashed on the highway
that day. And my.For the first time a hint of anger flashed across Sterm's face. I would advise you not to use this as an opportunity for demonstrating your cleverness," he
warned. He allowed himself a moment to calm down. Then he resumed speaking more slowly. "Earth is tearing itself apart because it has failed to produce the strong leader
who would crush"- Sterm raised a hand and dosed his fist in front of his face-"the petty rivalries and jealousies which throughout history have frustrated, any chance of
expression of the full potential grandeur of collective unity and power. Earth has always been in turmoil because it has inherited a legacy of chaos of global proportions
against which the efforts of even its most capable organizers have been to no avail. Is that the future that you would wish upon Chiron?."Exactly what Jeeves told Jay when
he asked-an accident with a magnetic antimatter confinement system; so it was a good thing we decided to store it well away from Chiron. We could hardly disguise that
after it happened, which was another good reason for needing the Kuan-yin.".against the stable of his ribs..way?".Colman nodded. "Her friends showed up, and she's in
Franklin. It all went fine." He turned his head to Celia. "This is Bret. He got Veronica off the base.".body or pop me into a brand-new body identical to this one but with no
imperfections. Anyway, that's.She nodded, then after a few seconds said, "Casey will have fit!".Curtis goes to the window, where the drapes have already been drawn
aside, and peers out at the.When he glanced back, he noticed a Lincoln Navigator pulling away from the curb across the street, no
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