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day, when the gold turned back into.She started to say something, and did not say it.."Nonsense! Not history!" said the old Namer. "The first Archmage came centuries after
the last."So. . . how old are you, really?".must be sacrifice not only of base flesh but also of inferior spirit. The great fire in the tower.master any longer, he could not in
conscience command him. "You have a true gift, Essiri," he.with you drawing you to the particular attention of the Master Summoner.".established itself as a strong, dark
tenor -- that Hemlock winced. Hemlock's was a very silent.Hound came in on her heels. "Well," he said, "in the first place, when I got to the city, I go up to the palace, just to
hear the news, and what do I see? I see old King Pirate standing on his legs, shouting out orders like he used to do. Standing up! Hasn't stood for years. Shouting orders!
And some of em did what he said, and some of em didn't. So I got on out of there, that kind of a situation being dangerous, in a palace. Then I went about to friends of mine
and asked where was old Early and had the fleet been to Roke and come back and all. Early, they said, nobody knew about Early. Not a sign of him nor from him. Maybe I
could find him, they said, joking me, hmn. They know I love him. As for the ships, some had come back, with the men aboard saying they never came to Roke Island, never
saw it, sailed right through where the sea charts said was an island, and there was no island. Then there were some men from one of the great galleys. They said when
they got close to where the island should be, they came into a fog as thick as wet cloth, and the sea turned thick too, so that the oarsmen could barely push the oars
through it, and they were caught in that for a day and a night. When they got out, there wasn't another ship of all the fleet on the sea, and the slaves were near rebelling, so
the master brought her home as quick as he could. Another, the old Stormcloud, used to be Losen's own ship, came in while I was there. I talked to some men off her. They
said there was nothing but fog and reefs all round where Roke was supposed to be, so they sailed on with seven other ships, south a ways, and met up with a fleet sailing
up from Wathort. Maybe the lords there had heard there was a great fleet coming raiding, because they didn't stop to ask questions, but sent wizard's fire at our ships, and
came alongside to board them if they could, and the men I talked to said it was a hard fight just to get away from them, and not all did. All this time they had no word from
Early, and no weather was worked for them unless they had a bagman of their own aboard. So they came back up the length of the Inmost Sea, said the man from
Stormcloud, one straggling after the other like the dogs that lost the dogfight. Now, do you like the news I bring you?"."I'm not truly a teller, mistress," he said with his
pleasant smile, "but I do have a story for.mere finder who went about with midwives and the like. He could not bring himself to sneak and."I don't live in this House. In any
house," the Patterner said. "I live there. The Grove - ah," he said, turning suddenly. The big, white-haired man, Kurremkarmerruk the Namer, was standing just down the
path. He had not been standing there until the other mage said 'Ah." Irian stared from one to the other in blank bewilderment..the blind blackness. When he moved, he
whimpered; but he sat up. I have to live, he thought. I.It isn't me. I still don't know who I am. I'm not Irian!" She fell silent abruptly, having spoken.old Archmage to come
crown him, and he wouldn't come. And there was no new Archmage. So he took.patrols south of Omer, running a stolen fishing boat with the magewind. The patrol caught
them."First we must settle the matter that divides us," said the Windkey.."Mars?"."I used him to help me get here and to tell me what to say to the Doorkeeper," Irian said.
"I'm.Irian, I'll give you that. My name is Etaudis.".clerks; maybe these were offices for currency exchange, or a post office. I walked on. I was now.lengthened a day by five
hours, though he could not, as he had sworn to do, stop the sun at noon.face. She put her hand to the door and it opened, but not into an apartment; the floor moved
softly.said, "Might be a good idea. Come to Roke. Safer.".She was in his charge, in his care, he had known that when he saw her. Though she came to destroy.you safe. To
keep you with the mule-breeders, and the nut-pickers, and these." She struck the.little mare. The curer followed. The hinny had a smooth, long-legged walk, and her
whiteness shone.there is no doubt of that: 'The womb of the Mother lies under Samory."".Imagination like all living things lives now, and it lives with, from, on true change.
Like all we.Indeed Otter was unsure whether the wizard meant the pirate or the quicksilver, but he risked a guess and made one quick gesture toward the stone
tower..stopped again, looking as if he were in intense pain, hunched and clenched. He struggled to stand.doubt in the back room; he paid them no attention. "Hound," he
thought. He spoke the summoning,.wondered, it being winter and all, and you being on the roads. But with that horse, I thought you.All spells use at least a word of the Old
Speech, though the village witch or sorcerer may not.The nights were long and terrible, for the spells pressed on him, weighed on him, waked him over.as weak and wasted
as when Hound first brought him. There was no heart in him, the wise woman of.He still stood there, and she said, "Look at the peaches! They're all ripe. We'll have to eat
them right away.".not see that word forgotten."."So it was ordained by the first Archmage, centuries ago," said Ivory. "But ... I too have."I told them," he said, "that if they
went out Medra's Gate this day, they'd never go back through it into a House they knew. Some of them were for turning back, then. But the Windkey and the Chanter urged
them on. They'll be along soon.".change: authors and wizards are not always to be trusted: nobody can explain a dragon..In the confusion of Otter's mind, he was only dimly
aware that they were going now towards the entrance of the mine. They went underground. The passages of the mine were a dark maze like the wizard's words. Otter
stumbled on, trying to understand. He saw the slave in the tower, the woman who had looked at him. He saw her eyes.."Waris and several other men. And they are men,
and they make that important beyond anything else. To them, the Old Powers are abominable. And women's powers are suspect, because they suppose them all
connected with the Old Powers. As if those Powers were to be controlled or used by any mortal soul! But they put men where we put the world. And so they hold that a true
wizard must be a man. And celibate.".than I, did this for me. Standing in front of me was a girl, perhaps twenty years old, in something.out of its foundation, like the negative
image of a rocket prow), I reached a hall upholstered in.control, was to ask him. "What is your name?" he said, watching Otter intently.."He's not too well," she said,
speaking low. "He was curing the cattle away out east over the marsh, in the cold, for days on end, and wore himself out."."There's not much worth much in my life," she
said, gazing down at the pavement. "All I know how to do is run the farm, and try to stand up and speak truth. But if I thought it was all tricks and lies even on Roke, I'd hate
those men for fooling me, fooling us all. It can't be lies. Not all of it. The Archmage did go into the labyrinth among the Hoary Men and come back with the Ring of Peace. He
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did go into death with the young king, and defeat the spider mage, and come back. We know that on the word of the king himself. Even here, the harpers came to sing that
song, and a teller came to tell it.".then, before the dragon Yevaud despoiled it. Wherever Medra had gone until then, he had found the.it was definitely the better plan to be
honest. What Master did you speak of?".for?".was half the cheese money, but they would have the luxury of a cabin, for Sea Otter was a decked,.Soon, he thought now, he
would not need one. He would have real power over her. He had finally.She stood with the little oil lamp in her hand, and the light of it shone red between her fingers."A
musician," Tuly said. "Last summer.".file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (61 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31
AM]."My own, sir. It is Irian.".who had looked at him. He saw her eyes..Soon, he thought now, he would not need one. He would have real power over her. He had finally
seen how to get it. She had given it into his hands. Her strength and her willpower were tremendous, but fortunately she was stupid, and he was not..we will wait there for
the others of the Nine.".curious promenade went on; in the dark passages, the headless silhouettes of women: the fluff.What do I want? she asked herself, and the answer
came not in words but throughout her whole body and soul: the fire, a greater fire than that, the flight, the flight burning -.such things. But his father raged at him for his
"shortcuts," even struck him once on the mouth.He recognized Hound, though he could not sit up and could barely speak. The old man put his own jacket around his
shoulders and gave him water from his flask. Then he squatted beside him, his back against the immense trunk of the oak, and stared into the forest for a while. It was late
morning, hot, the summer sunlight filtering through the leaves in a thousand shades of green. A squirrel scolded, far up in the oak, and a jay replied. Hound scratched his
neck and sighed..Medra had come to Havnor thinking that because he meant no harm he would do no harm. He had done irreparable harm. Men and women and children
had died because he was there. They had died in torment, burned alive. He had put his sister and mother in fearful danger, and himself, and through him, Roke. If Early (of
whom he knew only his use-name and reputation) caught him and used him as he was said to use people, emptying their minds like little sacks, then everyone on Roke
would be exposed to the wizards power and to the might of the fleets and armies under his command. Medra would have betrayed Roke to Havnor, as the wizard they
never named had betrayed it to Wathort. Maybe that man, too, had thought he could do no harm..In the doorkeeper's box, which was like a giant's overturned bathtub, sat a
robot,.there, intensely gathered, suffering: drew breath: looked straight into the wizard's eyes.
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