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his face took on an indignant scowl below his crown of silver hair. "I say no! I will not be driven away in such fashion I will not even contemplate such an action. I say,
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man himself now," Hanlon's voice said from the grille by the screen. "Ah, yes., ,a little the worse for wear, but he'll be as good as new." He gave a final heave on the lines
and pulled another figure up into the picture. Bernard and Celia breathed sighs of relief as they recognized Colman's features beneath the watch-cap inside the helmet,
dripping with perspiration but apparently unharmed. Column anchored himself to another part of the structure that Hanlon was on, unhitched his safety line and untangled it
from the other one, and then helped Hanlon pull it in to produce another spacesuited figure, this time upside down and with a pudgy, woebegone face that was somehow
managing to keep a thick pair of glasses wedged crookedly across its nose.."We feel we owe something, and we want to pay our way," Driscoll confirmed. "We don't want
any free rides, but all we get are pieces of paper that aren't any good for anything here. What can you do?'.rising to check out their new circumstances, the boy says
worriedly, "We've got to keep moving."."You think pretty smart."."Don't you think stealing people's homes and throwing them out is violent enough?" Jean asked from one of
the dining chairs, while Jay listened silently from across the table. "What were they supposed to do? They ignored the soldiers and settled it with the man responsible. He
should have been expecting it.".warranted, gazing at her plate, as though puzzling over a change in the texture of the dessert..aliens or his vessel might spiral into the
gravitational vortex of a black hole while he dreamed of Britney."You don't understand;" Jay said. "On Earth, a lot of people would see that as their big ambition in life.".The
display of tact seemed to do the trick. The Chironian held his eye for a moment longer, and then nodded. "Very well." Inwardly Colman breathed a sigh of relief. The women
were evidently willing to allow the man to speak for them too. They exchanged quick, barely perceptible nods, stood up, and gathered their possessions. Two of the SD
troopers moved to assist them with a show of respect that Colman found surprising.."There's also beer. Your uncle Vernon liked two icy beers more evenings than
not."."You too." The image vanished from the screen.."Are you all right?" Micky asked, moving along the fence toward the collapsed section of pickets.."And now I have one
final task to perform," he said. He paused again, and the hall grew curious and attentive, sensing that something unexpected was about to take place, "May I remind the
assembly that the declaration of a state of emergency has never been revoked, and that therefore, by the processes that we are still formally pledged to uphold, that
emergency condition continues to remain in force, along with its attendant suspension of Congress and the vesting of all congressional authority in me." Puzzled
expressions greeted his words, and a ripple of surprised murmurings ran around the hall. "The office of Deputy Mission Director is vacant," Wellesley reminded them.
"Accordingly, by the full powers of Congress at present vested solely in me as Mission Director, I hereby nominate, second, and appoint Paul Lechat as Deputy Director,
'effective as of now." He turned and looked along the dais toward where Lechat was sitting, looking not, a little bewildered. "Congratulations, Paul. And now would you
kindly take your rightful place." He gestured at the empty chair next to him. Lechat rose up, moved along behind the intervening places, and sat down in the Deputy
Director's seat, all the time shaking his head at the other members to
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