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of the chiefs of the sons of the merchants and had a shop wherein he sold and bought One day, as he sat in his shop, there passed by him a girl of the women of pleasure,
(253) who raised her eyes and casting a glance at the young merchant, saw written in a flowing hand on the forepart (254) of the door of his shop, these words, "VERILY,
THERE IS NO CRAFT BUT MEN'S CRAFT, FORASMUCH AS IT OVERCOMETH WOMEN'S CRAFT." When she beheld this, she was wroth and took counsel with herself,
saying, "As my head liveth, I will assuredly show him a trick of the tricks of women and prove the untruth of (255) this his inscription!".? ? ? ? ? The curtain of delight,
perforce, we've lifted through the friend, (143) For tidings of great joy, indeed, there came to us of late..So he said to her, 'Do thou excuse me, for my servant hath locked
the door, and who shall open to us?' Quoth she, 'O my lord, the padlock is worth [but] half a score dirhems.' So saying, she tucked up [her sleeves] from fore-arms as they
were crystal and taking a stone, smote upon the padlock and broke it. Then she opened the door and said to him, 'Enter, O my lord.' So he entered, committing his affair to
God, (to whom belong might and majesty,) and she entered after him and locked the door from within. They found themselves in a pleasant house, comprising all (262)
weal and gladness; and the young man went on, till he came to the sitting-chamber, and behold, it was furnished with the finest of furniture [and arrayed on the goodliest
wise for the reception of guests,] as hath before been set out, [for that it was the house of the man aforesaid]..Let destiny with loosened rein its course appointed fare, iii.
211.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ab. The King's Son and the Ogress xv.All this while the Khalif was diverting himself with watching him and laughing, and at nightfall he bade one of
the slave-girls drop a piece of henbane in the cup and give it to Aboulhusn to drink. So she did as he bade her and gave Aboulhusn the cup, whereof no sooner had he
drunken than his head forewent his feet [and he fell down, senseless]. Therewith the Khalif came forth from behind the curtain, laughing, and calling to the servant who had
brought Aboulhusn to the palace, said to him, "Carry this fellow to his own place." So Mesrour took him up [and carrying him to his own house], set him down in the saloon.
Then he went forth from him and shutting the saloon-door upon him, returned to the Khalif, who slept till the morrow..When the morning morrowed, the king went forth and
sitting down on the throne of the kingship, summoned the grandees of his empire; whereupon the chamberlains and deputies and captains of the host went in to him and
kissed the earth before him. He distinguished the vizier with his especial favour and bestowed on him a dress of honour and entreated him with the utmost kindness, after
which he set forth briefly to his chief officers that which had betided him with Shehrzad and how he had turned from that his former usance and repented him of what he had
done aforetime and purposed to take the vizier's daughter Shehrzad to wife and let draw up the contract of marriage with her..EL HEJJAJ AND THE THREE YOUNG MEN.
(69).Shehrzad and Shehriyar, ii. 111, iii. 141, 157..? ? ? ? ? I clipped her (118) in mine arms and straight grew drunken with the scent Of a fresh branch that had been
reared in affluence and content..? ? ? ? ? Upon that day my loves my presence did depart;.? ? ? ? ? His sides the tamarisk's slenderness deride, so lithe they are, Whence
for conceit in his own charms still drunken doth he fare..? ? ? ? ? Unto its pristine lustre your land returned and more, Whenas ye came, dispelling the gloom that whiles it
wore..? ? ? ? ? u. The Two Sharpers who cheated each his Fellow dccccxi.? ? ? ? ? I swear by his life, yea, I swear by the life of my love without peer, To please him or
save him from hurt, I'd enter the fire without fear!.Then they returned to Shehrzad and displayed her in the second dress. They clad her in a dress of surpassing goodliness,
and veiled her face to the eyes with her hair. Moreover, they let down her side locks and she was even as saith of her one of her describers in the following verses:.? ? ? ? ?
Sure God shall yet, in pity, reknit our severed lives, Even as He did afflict me with loneness after thee..82. Said ben Salim and the Barmecides cccxcii.Thou that the dupe of
yearning art, how many a melting wight, iii. 86..Then said Selim to his sister, 'Know that I am resolved to slay yonder man, if he return this next night, and I will say to the
folk, "He was a thief," and none shall know that which hath befallen. Moreover, I will address myself to the slaughter of whosoever knoweth that which is between yonder
fellow and my mother.' But Selma said, ' I fear lest, if thou slay him in our dwelling-place and he savour not of robberhood, (69) suspicion will revert upon ourselves, and we
cannot be assured but that he belongeth unto folk whose mischief is to be feared and their hostility dreaded, (70) and thus wilt thou have fled from privy shame to open
shame and abiding public dishonour.' 'How then deemest thou we should do?' asked Selim and she said, 'Is there nothing for it but to slay him? Let us not hasten unto
slaughter, for that the slaughter of a soul without just cause is a grave [matter].'.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ba. Story of the Envier and the Envied (225) xiii.When King El Aziz heard
the damsel's song, her speech and her verses pleased him and he said to El Abbas, "O my son, verily, these damsels are weary with long versifying, and indeed they make
us yearn after the dwellings and the homesteads with the goodliness of their songs. Indeed, these five have adorned our assembly with the excellence of their melodies and
have done well in that which they have said before those who are present; wherefore we counsel thee to enfranchise them for the love of God the Most High." Quoth El
Abbas, "There is no commandment but thy commandment;" and he enfranchised the ten damsels in the assembly; whereupon they kissed the hands of the king and his son
and prostrated themselves in thanksgiving to God the Most High. Then they put off that which was upon them of ornaments and laying aside the lutes [and other]
instruments of music, clave to their houses, veiled, and went not forth. (144).6. Story of the Hunchback xxv.When she had made an end of her song, Sherareh was moved
to exceeding delight and drinking off her cup, said to her, 'Well done, O gift of hearts!' Then she ordered her an hundred dresses of brocade and an hundred thousand
dinars and passed the cup to Queen Wekhimeh. Now she had in her hand somewhat of blood-red anemone; so she took the cup from her sister and turning to Tuhfeh, said
to her, 'O Tuhfeh, sing to me on this.' Quoth she, 'I hear and obey,' and improvised the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Whenas the folk assemble for birling at the wine, Whether
in morning's splendour or when night's shades descend..27. Alaeddin Abou es Shamat dxx.When the king heard this, drowsiness overcame him and he slept and presently
awaking, called for the candles. So they were lighted and he sat down on his couch and seating Shehrzad by him, smiled in her face. She kissed the earth before him and
said, "O king of the age and lord of the time and the day, extolled be the perfection of [God] the Forgiving One, the Bountiful Giver, who hath sent me unto thee, of His
favour and beneficence, so I have informed thee with longing after Paradise; for that this which thou wast used to do was never done of any of the kings before thee. As for
women, God the Most High [in His Holy Book] maketh mention of them, [whenas He saith, 'Verily, men who submit [themselves unto God] and women who submit] and
true-believing men and true-believing women and obedient men and obedient women and soothfast men and soothfast women [and long-suffering men and long-suffering
women and men who order themselves humbly and women who order themselves humbly and charitable men and charitable women and men who fast and women who
fast] and men who guard their privities and women who guard their privities [and men who are constantly mindful of God and women who are constantly mindful, God hath
prepared unto them forgiveness and a mighty recompense]. (172).? ? ? ? ? Though they their journey's goal, alas I have hidden, in their track Still will I follow on until the
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very planets wane..? ? ? ? ? p. The Man who saw the Night of Power dccccxciii.Appointed Term, Of the, i. 147..When they reached the city, the king heard of their coming
and commanded that they should attend him with what befitted [of their merchandise]. So they presented themselves before him, [and the boy with them,] whom when the
king saw, he said to them, "To whom belongeth this boy?" And they answered, "O king, we were going in such a road, when there came out upon us a sort of robbers; so
we made war upon them and overcame them and took this boy prisoner. Then we questioned him, saying, 'Who is thy father?' and he answered, 'I am the captain's son of
the thieves.'" Quoth the king, "I would fain have this boy." And the captain of the caravan said, "God maketh thee gift of him, O king of the age, and we all are thy slaves."
Then the king dismissed [the people of] the caravan and let carry the youth into his palace and he became as one of the servants, what while his father the king knew not
that he was his son. As time went on, the king observed in him good breeding and understanding and knowledge (100) galore and he pleased him; so he committed his
treasuries to his charge and straitened the viziers' hand therefrom, commanding that nought should be taken forth therefrom except by leave of the youth. On this wise he
abode a number of years and the king saw in him nought but fidelity and studiousness in well-doing..O'er all the fragrant flowers that be I have the pref'rence aye, ii. 235..?
? ? ? ? My place is the place of the fillet and pearls And the fair are most featly with jasmine bedight,.? ? ? ? ? a. The King and his Vizier's Wife dcccclxxx.Then said she to
him, "O elder, I would fain drink." So he arose and brought her a gugglet of water; but she said to him, "Who bade thee fetch that?" Quoth he, "Saidst thou not to me, 'I
would fain drink'?" And she answered, "I want not this; nay, I want wine, the delight of the soul, so haply, O elder, I may solace myself therewith." "God forbid," exclaimed
the old man, "that wine should be drunk in my house, and I a stranger in the land and a Muezzin and an imam, (32) who prayeth with the true-believers, and a servant of the
house of the Lord of the Worlds! "Quoth she, "Why wilt thou forbid me to drink thereof in thy house?" "Because," answered he, "it is unlawful." "O elder," rejoined she, "God
hath forbidden [the eating of] blood and carrion and hog's flesh. Tell me, are grapes and honey lawful or unlawful?" Quoth he, "They are lawful;" and she said, "This is the
juice of grapes and the water of honey." But he answered, "Leave this thy talk, for thou shall never drink wine in my house." "O Sheikh," rejoined she, "folk eat and drink and
enjoy themselves and we are of the number of the folk and God is very forgiving, clement." (33) Quoth he, "This is a thing that may not be." And she said, "Hast thou not
heard what the poet saith ... ?" And she recited the following verses:.Then they brought trays and tables and amongst the rest a platter of red gold, inlaid with pearls and
jewels; its margents were of gold and emerald, and thereon were graven the following verses:.66. El Mutelemmis and his Wife Umeimeh ccclxxxv
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