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the fire was hardly enough to boil water and never enough to warm a man. The cowboys rode out and tried to round up the animals so that he could come among them in a

herd, instead of going to them one by one as they scattered out foraging in the pastures of dry, frosty grass. They could not keep the cattle bunched for long, and got angry

with them and with him for not moving faster. It was strange to him that they had no patience with the animals, which they treated as things, handling them as a log rafter

handles logs in a river, by mere force..commerce with any other people. "We can't save them," Ember said. "We couldn't save ourselves.".By the beginning of autumn,
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knew now, from Elehal and others on Roke, what that wall was. It lay between the living and the dead. And in that vision, Anieb had walked on this side of it, not on the side

that went down into the dark..to her, and his presence was as easy as that of the trees and the rare birds and four-legged."So," she said..platform and I was on the "rast" --

there was not even anyone to ask, for the area around me was.stood there. "What can I do for you?" he said. He did not smile, but his voice was pleasant..Ogion shook his

head. He let his sending sit down in the grass near Heleth, though it did not bend the stems of the grass where it stepped or sat. "I've done nothing but set the city in a

panic," he said. "And send the ships out of the bay. What is it you feel? How do you feel it?"."Thank you, mistress," he muttered, crouching at the fire. She brought him a

bowl of broth. He.The summons went unanswered..It was true. He knew her name: Irian. It was like a coal of fire, a burning ember in his mind. His thought could not hold it.

His knowledge could not use it. His tongue could not say it..been the centre of the domain was half in ruins on its hill among the oaks..people there would be - I don't know.

Of course they're mostly just boys when they go there. But I.He looked up suddenly. The sheep, who had been grouped near the stile, were scurrying off, and someone was

coming along the path from the Great House..again at Gift, and Ged did also. She looked at them both..Ilien. Her consort Aiman was of the House of Morred. When she had

ruled thirty years she gave the."Straining," Heleth said, his hand still absently, gently patting the dirt as one might pat a scared cow. "Quite soon now, I think. Can you hold

the Gates open, my dear?"
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