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Like Sirocco they accepted him for what he was and didn't pretend to be other than what they were. They didn't expect him to change for them or offer to change
themselves for him. Machines had no notion of superiority or inferiority and were content with their differences--to be better at some things and worse at others. They could
understand that and accept it. Why, Colman wondered, couldn't people?."So, Mrs. D, how did your wires get scrambled?" Leilani asked, tapping her head.."Not me. I'm a
pacifist." A meticulously detailed tattoo of a rattlesnake twined around the pacifist's right.But first things had to come first. It was time to begin mobilizing the potential allies
he had been quietly sounding out and cultivating for the three years since the last decisions. He replaced the Korean porcelain carefully in its recess among the
bookshelves and walked through the lounge to the patio, where Celia was sitting in a recliner with a portable compad on her lap, composing a note to one of her friends..to
be using Chironian labor with no references appearing in their books; every business became convinced that its competitors were cheating, and before long every session
of both houses of Congress had degenerated into a bedlam of accusations and counteraccusations of illegal profiteering, back-door dealing, scabbing, and every form of
skullduggery imaginable..Gump!".Little affected by the sudden change of light, the dog's vision adjusts at once. Previously lying on the bed,.memory for names..leather and
saddle soap?and not least of all in the curiously comforting, secondhand scent of horses?."Oh, I figured you'd be around here somewhere." "Is this the guy who makes
trains?" Anita asked. "Yeah. This is Jay. He's okay... and smart.".The most interesting life-form was a species of apelike creature that possessed certain feline
characteristics. They inhabited a region in the north of Occidenia and were known as "monkeats," a name that the infant Founders had coined when they saw the first views
sent back by the Kuan-yin's reconnaissance probes many years ago. They were omnivores that had evolved from pure carnivores, possessed a highly developed social
order, and were beginning to experiment with the manufacture of simple hand tools. The Chironians were interested observers of the monkeats, but for the most part tended
not to interfere with them unless attacked, which was now rare since the monkeats invariably got the worst of it. Other notable dangerous life-forms include the daskrends,
which Jay had already told Colman about, various poisonous reptiles and large insects that were concentrated mainly around southern Selene and the isthmus connecting it
to Terranova, though some kinds did spread as far as the Medichironian, a flying mammal found in Artemia which possessed deadly talons and a ranged beak and would
swoop down upon anything in sight, and a variety of catlike, doglike, and bearlike predators that roamed across parts of all four continents to a greater or lesser
degree..When it came to health care, he wasn't a fanatic about specific remedies.."And by implication that he was mixed up in the bombings and the Padawski escape too,"
Bernard threw in.., Colman stared hard at him for a few seconds. "What do you think you'd get out of it?" he asked.."Well, yes, except for that," Geneva agreed. "But he
came up to the cash register with this lovely smile..lattice-shaded sidewalks draped with yellow and purple bougainvillea. In spite of those inviting arbors, no.As Geneva
rose from the table, Micky said, "Aunt Gen, sit down. This isn't about pie.".to live forever.".consoling words for any situation, had known when she could smooth your
hackled heart just by lovingly.Bernard shook his head. "No. We're in touch with them but Wellesley vetoed any mention of it." Colman nodded. He wouldn't have risked their
deciding to fire first either. Bernard went on, "Wellesley's tried contacting the Battle Module too, but Sterm won't talk. We sure he'll keep the module attached until after the
attack goes in-in other words if he doesn't pull it off and gets blasted, we all get blasted. The same thing applies if the Chironians decide to press the button. We have to
assume he's on a forty-minute countdown, Hanlon and Annley are on their way there, and Sirocco left a few minutes ago. Borftein is sending through everybody he can
scrape together. What are the chances?"."The countdown can be halted at any time," Sterm informed them..In a secluded wing high up in one of the towers of the
Government Center, a white-jacketed steward, who had emigrated to America from London in his youth and had been recruited for the Mission as a result of a computer
error, whistled tunelessly through his teeth while he wheeled a meal trolley stacked with used dishes toward the small catering facility that supplied food and refreshments
for the conferences, meetings, and other functions held in that part of the complex. He didn't know what to make of the latest goings-on, and didn't care all that much about
them, for that matter, either. It was all the same to him. First Wellesley was in, and they wanted twelve portions of chicken salad and dessert; then Wellesley was out and
Sterm was in, and they wanted twelve portions of chicken salad and dessert. It didn't make any difference to him who-.The facilities are extensive and fascinating, featuring
seven stalls, a bank of five urinals from which arises.It was the right thing to do. She collected her wits quickly, shouldered the roll at an angle across the hack of her neck,
and followed him into the lounge. Colman went ahead to stand peering through tile doorway from one side while soldiers came and went in bewildering confusion and then
he motioned her out suddenly. In a strangely dreamlike way she found herself being conveyed down. the stairway between two soldiers who were keeping up a steady
exchange about something not being large enough and a typical screw-up somewhere, and then she was outside and crossing the rear parking area toward a personnel
carrier standing a short distance back behind some other vehicles. Suddenly, without really remembering getting in, she was sitting in the cabin, ~figures materialized swiftly
and silently from the darkness and jumped in after her. The last of them closed the door, the engine started, and she felt herself being lifted. Only then did she start
shaking..family, and suddenly he sways as though physically battered by the flood of grief that storms through his."Nothing," Juanita said. "But why would they? Who'd take
any notice of them?".ATTHETOPOFTHE SLOPE, dog and boy?one panting, one gasping?halt and turn to look back."Oh, I've heard much worse at our house," Leilani
assured them. "Old Sinsemilla fancies herself an artist.Colman thought about the briefings he had attended recently on the offensive tactics for seizing key points on the
surface of Chiron in the event of hostilities, and the intensive training in antiterrorist and counterguerilla operations that had been initiated. The speech reminded him of the
old-time slave ships which arrived carrying messages of brotherhood and love, but with plenty of gunpowder kept ready and dry below decks. Was it possible for people to
be conditioned to the point that they believe they are doing one thing when in reality they are doing the exact opposite, and to be blind to the contradiction? He wondered
what the Directorate might have found out about Chiron that it wasn't making public.."Now you're in a gang with a future."."What did you mean when you said 'all bets are
off'?".Huddled in the hostile night, he hears himself making miserable sounds. His mother always told him that."For a long time," Colman said.."It wasn't like that at all," she
said. "Although, I suppose. I shouldn't really say too much since I've had nothing to compare it with. But it was"-she shrugged- "warm, friendly.., with lots of fun and always
plenty of interesting things to find out about. I certainly don't miss not having had my head filled with some of the things a lot of Terran children seem to spend their lives
trying to untangle themselves from. We got to know and respect each other for what we were good at, and different people became accepted as the leaders for different
things. No one person could be an expert in everything, so the notion of a permanent, absolute 'boss,' or whatever you'd call it, never took hold."
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