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layings..Saturday morning, he walked to a drugstore in town and purchased eight decks of cards. With four, he passed the day re-creating, again and again, what he'd done

at the dining-room table the previous evening. The four knaves never appeared..In spite of the gloom, the boy's miraculous accomplishment was evident: his clothes and

hair were dry as though he'd worn a coat and hood..Blind he remained until an afternoon in May 1993, when at last the miracle occurred, and the meaning that Tom

Vanadium had foreseen so long ago began to manifest..Only one member of the distant funeral party did not disperse toward the line of cars on the service road. A man in

a dark suit headed downhill, between the headstones and the monuments, directly toward Naomi's grave..Harrison was a Baptist, Vanadium a Catholic, and although they

approached the same faith from different angles, they weren't coming to it from different planets, which was the feeling Vanadium had been left with following their

conversation. It was true that Enoch Cain could never be brought successfully to trial for the rape of Phimie, subsequent to her death and in the absence of her testimony.

And it was also uncomfortably true that exploring the possibility that Cain was the rapist would tear open the wounds in the hearts of everyone in the White family, to no

useful effect. Nevertheless, to rely on divine justice alone seemed naive, if not morally questionable.."That would be wrong. A diary's private." He supposed that to a

detective nothing was sacred, but he was nonetheless a little shocked that Vanadium needed to ask that question.."Once out of the coma and stabilized for a few weeks, I

was transferred to a hospital in Portland, where I had to undergo eleven surgeries."."You'll do better away from the ships, all the fighting and raiding. The King's working the

old mines at Samory, round the mountain. There you'd be out of his way. Work for him you must, if you want to stay alive. I'll see that you're sent there. If you'll go."."The

girl's baby," said Nolly, "was placed with Catholic Family Services for adoption.".This wasn't thrill killing-which, now that he'd had time to think about it, he realized was

beneath him, even if in the service of personal growth. This would be murder for good, justifiable cause..Then the old man taught it to him. But it wasn't much use, Otter

thought, since he had to hide it..A few attractive women were here alone, proof that social mores had changed dramatically in three years. Junior was aware of their hot

gazes, their need, and he knew that he could have any of them.."Why are you here?" "Where else I should be and for why? I watch you over." As the tears cleared from

Agnes's eyes, she saw that Maria was sewing. A shopping bag stood to one side of the chair, and to the other side, open on the floor, a case contained spools of thread,

needles, a pincushion, a pair of scissors, and other supplies of a seamstress's trade..He visited the bank in which he maintained a safe-deposit box under the John

Pinchbeck identity. He withdrew the twenty thousand in cash and retrieved all the forged documents from the box..Rudy's blue suit, as usual, pinched and shorted his

shambling frame. Here in a boneyard, he appeared to be not just a man with a bad tailor, but a grave robber who looted the dead for his wardrobe..Furthermore, fear of the

unknown is a weakness also because it humbles us. Humility, Caesar Zedd declares, is strictly for losers. For the purpose of social and financial advancement, we must

pretend to be humble-shuffle our feet and duck our heads and make self-deprecating remarks-because deceit is the currency of civilization. But if ever we wallow in genuine

humility, we will be no different from the mass of humanity, which Zedd calls "a sentimental sludge in love with failure and the prospect of its own doom.".Maybe his pursuit

of the matter sprang from mere curiosity, the desire to discover what a child of his might look like; however, if something else lay behind his interest, the motivation would

not be benign. Whatever Cain's intentions, he would prove to be at least an annoyance to Celestina and the little girl-and possibly a danger..Junior said, "I should know your

name from the playbill at the lounge, but I'm as bad with names as you are good with faces.".What might have become a waiting game of epic duration was ended when the

door to the room swung inward, and a doctor in a white lab coat entered from the corridor. He was backlighted by fluorescent glare, his face in shadow, like a figure in a

dream..Only a small group of mourners gathered for this service.  Junior and Naomi had been so intensely involved with each other that, unlike many young married

couples, they had made few friends..Apparently, he'd been drooling for a long time. Where his chin and throat were not sticky, a crust of dried saliva glazed his

skin..Convinced he was alone and unobserved, Junior leaned into the car and shifted it out of park. He released the hand brake..He met her eyes, but at once shifted his

gaze to the porch floor again. "I've come to say ... how sorry I am, how miserably sorry.".When she discovered she was pregnant, Phimie dealt with this new trauma as

other naive fifteen-year-olds had done before her: She sought to avoid the scorn and the reproach that she imagined would be heaped upon her for having failed to reveal

the rape at the time it occurred. With no serious thought to long-term consequences, focused solely on the looming moment, in a state of denial, she made plans to conceal

her condition as long as possible..Matching his mother's whisper, taking obvious delight in their conspiracy, he said, "Our own secret society.".As long as Junior continued

to fake sleep, the cop couldn't be absolutely sure that any deception was taking place..1969 through 1973: the Year of the Rooster, chased by the Year of the Dog, followed

fast by the Pig, faster by the Rat, with the Ox passing in a stampede pace. Eisenhower dead. Armstrong, Collins, Aldrin on the moon: one giant step on soil untouched by

war. Hot pants, plane hijackings, psychedelic art. Sharon Tate and friends murdered by Manson's girls seven days before Woodstock, the Age of Aquarius stillborn, but the

death unrecognized for years. McCartney split, Beatles dissolved. Earthquake in Los Angeles, Truman dead, Vietnam sliding into chaos, riots in Ireland, a new war in the

Middle East, Watergate..Laying the gun on the newspaper, he dropped into the chair. He picked up his coffee. The search of the house had been conducted with such

urgency that the java was still pleasantly hot..The second ring was followed by a click, and then a familiar droning voice said, "Hello. I'm Thomas Vanadium-"."By the way he

acted, you'd have sworn that he gave me and Angel shelter in the storm, back then, instead of turning us out to freeze in the snow.".A man with beautiful celadon eyes, his

face beaded with jewels of rain, reached through the cut-away door and removed the blanket from Agnes..He had nothing against Negroes. He didn't wish them ill. He

wasn't prejudiced. Live and let live. He believed that as long as they stayed with their own kind and abided by the rules of a polite society, like everyone else, they had a

right to live in peace..Instead of opening his left fist, Tom lifted his martini with his right, and on the tablecloth under the glass lay the coin..For the first time since walking to

La Jolla to meet Jonas Salk, Paul planned a journey with a specific purpose..The purpose of life was self--fulfillment, per Zedd, and Junior was so rapidly realizing his

extraordinary potential that surely he would have pleased his guru.."Mr. Cain, if he bothers you, would you want me to have his choke chain yanked?".Junior tossed

garments on the floor and across the bed to create the impression that the detective had packed with haste. After being imprudent enough to blast Victoria Bressler five

times with his service revolver-perhaps in a jealous rage, or perhaps because he had gone nuts-Vanadium would have been frantic to flee justice..He was about to go in

search of the canapes when he half heard one of the guests mention Bartholomew to the reverend's daughter. Only the name rang on his ear, not the words that

surrounded it.."No. Rowena dropped those names after the twins' first year. She and I were the only ones who ever used them. Our private little joke. Even the boys
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wouldn't have remembered."."If I ever get there, I'll be back," she promised the gathered family. "Imagine how much we'll have to talk about. Maybe I'll even get some new

pie recipes from Over There.".Twice would indicate a dangerous mania. Three times would be indefensible. But once was healthy experimentation. A learning

experience..Only a dishonest or delusional man, however, could justify Victoria's killing as self-defense. To a degree, he'd been motivated by anger and passion, and Junior

was forthright enough to admit this..Agnes delighted in their conversations. Barty was far ahead of the language learning curve for his age, but he was still a child, and his

observations were filled with innocence and charm. "You mean your cold is like in your nose but not in your feet?"."I didn't know it myself till I realized I was right in your

neighborhood. I assumed your mother and Angel would be here, and I hoped you might be. If I'm intruding-"."The exquisite kind," he replied, glad that he had read so many

books on the art of seduction and therefore knew precisely the right thing to say..Initially, the Pacific could not be seen beyond an opaque lens of fog, Yet later, when the

mist retreated, the sea itself became a portent of sightlessness: Spread flat and colorless in the morning light, the glassy water reminded her of the depthless eyes of the

blind, of that terrible sad vacancy where vision is denied..he was prepared to find Vanadium sitting at the pine table, enjoying- a cup of coffee. The kitchen was

deserted..White's paintings, which Junior found naive, dull, and insipid in the extreme. She imbued her work with all the qualities that real artists disdained: realistic detail,

storytelling, beauty, optimism, and even charm.."Me, I don't like anything old. This White chick's got a weird thing for old people, old buildings, old stuff in general. Like she

doesn't realize she's young. You want to grab her, shake her, and say, 'Hey, let's move on,' you know?".Her hands shook as she counted out the fare and the tip from her

wallet. "I'm scared sick. Maybe you should just take me right back home.".Celestina circled him, half carrying but also half dragging the chair, either because her nerves

were still ringing and her arms were weak--or because she was faking weakness in the hope of luring him to a reckless response. Junior circled her while she rounded oil

him frantically trying to deal with the pistol without taking his eyes off his adversary..The end of his quest was near, so near, the right Bartholomew almost within 'mullet

range. He was furious with Neddy Gnathic for possibly screwing this up..Barty never cried. In the hospital neonatal unit, he'd been a marvel to the nurses, because when the

other newborns were squalling in chorus, Barty had been unfailingly serene.."We want the scary one, 'specially if it has spiders, Pixie Lee said squeakily but defiantly..From

his motel room, he telephoned Hanna Rey in Bright Beach. She still looked after his house on a part-time basis, paid the bills from a special account while he traveled, and

kept him informed about events in his hometown. From Hanna, he learned that Barty Lampion's eyes had been lost to cancer..Angel interrupted, bursting into the room,

gasping for breath. "Come quick! It's incredible. It's wonderful. You've got to see this. And I mean, Barty, you have to see this.".the sentences. The substance of what she

said and the tone in which she said it were so perfect that it almost seemed as though an angel had relieved her of this burden by possessing her long enough to help her

son understand what must happen and why..What didn't come as a surprise to Paul was Agnes's determination that the Whites, during their period of lying low, should stay

with her and Barty..Recently, Wally administered to Angel a set of apperception tests for three-year-olds, and the results indicated that she might not ever be a math whiz or

a verbal gymnast, but that she might be highly talented in other ways. Her appreciation of color, her innate understanding of the derivation of secondary hues from the

primary colors, her sense of spatial relationships, and her recognition of basic geometric forms regardless of the angle at which they were presented were all far beyond

what was exhibited by other kids her age. Wally said she was visually, rather than verbally, gifted, that she would undoubtedly exhibit increasing precociousness in matters

artistic, that she might follow Celestina's career path, and that she might even prove to be a prodigy..Instruction in Braille wasn't recommended for three-year-olds, but an

exception was made in this case. Agnes arranged to have Barty receive a series of lessons, although she suspected that he'd absorb the system and learn to use it in one

or two sessions..Even as the morning matured, the fog and the rain conspired to bar all but a faint gray daylight from St. Mary's. Shadows flourished..He'd been a godsend

to Celestina, because his love of children and a new sense of fun that he'd discovered in himself were showered on Angel. He was Uncle Wally. Waddling Wally, Wobbly

Wally, Wally Walrus, Wally Werewolf. Wally Wit Duh Funny Accents. Wiggle Eared Wally. Whistling Wally. Wrangler Wally. He was Good Golly Wally the Friend of All

Polliwogs. Angel adored him, adored him, and he could have loved her no more if she had been one of the sons that he had lost. Overwhelmed by her classes, her

waitressing job, her painting, Celestina could always count on Wally to step in to share the child rearing. He wasn't merely Angel's honorary uncle, but her father in all

senses except the legal and biological; he wasn't just her doctor, but a guardian angel who fretted over her mildest fever and worried about all the ways the world could

wound a child.."Bet I could, and sell it, too," she said. "I might not be as good at it as I am at teeth, but I'd be better than some I've read."."You must be thinking of someone

else," she said, pushing a wad of bills into his hand. "Me, I'm a jellyfish in high heels.".Something was due to happen in this peculiar, extended, almost casual haunting

under which he had suffered for more than two years, since finding the quarter in his cheeseburger. While all around him in the streets, people bustled in good cheer, Junior

slouched along in a sour mood, temporarily having forgotten to look for the bright side..During the course of this momentous day, he had employed Zedd learned techniques

to channel his hot anger into a red-hot rage. Now, without any conscious effort on his part, rage grew into molten-white fury..At the far end of the table, Agnes shot up from

her chair as her son said rain, and as he said wet, she spoke warningly: "Barty!".On the second morning of Barty's illness, Agnes came downstairs and found him at the

kitchen table, in his pajamas, happily applying unconventional hues to a scene in a coloring book..Holding up his misshapen hands, knobby knuckles toward Agnes,

Obadiah said, "How do you think they became like this?".". . . then how come you couldn't walk where your eyes were healthy and leave the tumors there," she

remembered..Shortly before ten o'clock, Junior returned to the cemetery and left his Suburban where the Negro mourners had parked earlier in the day. His was the only

vehicle on the service road..She realized  she hadn't turned on the radio. Before she could reach for the switch, she was asleep..And so Agnes went alone to her bedroom

and there, as on so many nights, sought the solace of the rock who was also her lamp, of the lamp who was also her high fortress, of the fortress who was also her

shepherd. She asked for mercy, and if mercy was not to be granted, she asked for the wisdom to understand the purpose of her sweet boy's suffering..When Agnes

groaned, one of the shadows spread its wings, moved closer, to the right side of the bed, and resolved into a nurse.  Agnes's vision had cleared. The nurse was a pretty

young woman with black hair and indigo eyes..This graciousness didn't free Paul to speak. Instead, he felt his throat thicken, trapping his voice more tightly still..One detail.

One only. It was a crucial detail, however, one that she absolutely must confirm before she left St. Mary's, even if she would be required to look at the child once more, this

spawn of violence, this killer of her sister..Edom and Jacob arrived, dinner was served, and while the food was wonderful, the conversation was better-even though the
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twins occasionally shared their vast knowledge of train wrecks and deadly volcanic eruptions. Paul didn't contribute much to the talk, because he preferred to bask in it. If he

hadn't known any of these people, if he had walked into the room while they were in the middle of dinner, he would have thought they were family, because the warmth and

the intimacy-and in the twins' case, the eccentricity-of the conversation were not what he expected of such newly made friends. There was no pretense, no falsity, and no

avoidance of any awkward subject, which meant there were sometimes tears, because the death of Reverend White was such a fresh wound in the hearts of those who

loved him. But in the healing ways of women that remained mysterious to Paul even as he watched them do."I don't stumble. Not much, anyway." To the girl, Bartholomew

said, "Angel, are you okay?"
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